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Preface
“Combinatorics 2006”, a meeting in celebration of Pavol Hell’s 60th birthday and his contribution to Graph Theory and
Computer Science, was held May 1 to 5, 2006, at Laurel Point Inn in Victoria, Canada. The organizing committee consisted of
Gary MacGillivray, Gena Hahn, Peter Horak, Jing Huang, and Ladislav Stacho. About 65 people took part in the conference.
The invited lectures were delivered by Brian Alspach, Derek Corneil, Herbert Fleischner, David Kirkpatrick, Bojan Mohar,
Jaroslav Nešetřil, Fred Roberts, Alex Rosa, Moshe Rosenfeld, Gert Sabidussi, Norbert Sauer, Jayme Szwarcfiter, Gábor Tardos,
and Xuding Zhu. In addition, there were 35 contributed talks.
Although most of the papers included in this special issue were presented at the meeting, the topics of some of them do
not coincide with the conference presentation. Moreover, not all of the authors participated in the meeting.
Our thanks are due to the late Peter Hammer for encouraging us to have this collection published as a special issue of
Discrete Mathematics.
On a personal note: Although Pavol was not our PhD supervisor, we both owe him a lot as far as our scientific careers
are concerned. We have known Pavol only for 20 and 10 years, respectively. So, unfortunately, neither of us remembers
Pavol walking into the classroom barefoot and with a big head of hair. In fact, it is a bit hard to believe this now, although
there are pictures supporting the rumor. For both of us Pavol is a gentle person; a true epicure and gourmet; a person who
understands life’s fine pleasures and is always willing to succumb to them.
When Pavol visited Kuwait University, the first of us was introducing him before his colloquium talk. To show that Pavol
is not just a brilliant mathematician, he was asked how many languages he spoke. Pavol counted seven of them. Two days
later at a party in the desert, Pavol held a fluent conversation in Spanish. As Spanish had not been on his list, an obvious
question was raised. Pavol answered: “I forgot to count that one”.
We both wish for Pavol that this is the only kind of forgetfulness he encounters in his life.
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